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ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT 
 
Code   : 1119/1 
Type  : Subjective 
Marks  : 85 
Time  : 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
 
ASSESSMENT DESIGN 
 
Paper 1 comprises 2 parts : Section A and B. Both sections are to be answered. 
 
Section A:  Directed Writing. 
  35 marks. 
  45 minutes. 
   
Section B:  Continuous Writing. 
  50 marks. 
  1 hour. 
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SECTION A :  DIRECTED WRITING 
 

 
 
In this section, the candidates were required to write a response to a task in clear and 
accurate Standard English, using a style and tone appropriate to the task.  For SPM 
2016, the task required the candidates to write a talk to persuade their classmates to 
choose one of the suggested trips.  Based on the rubric, the candidates were 
expected to provide details of the two trips, which trip is more suitable and suggest one 
thing they will learn from the trip. 
 
Examples are taken from the candidate’s responses. 
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Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
The candidate is able to provide a proper format for a talk.  Proper greeting is given. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Purpose of the talk is clearly stated. 
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Content  
 
These content points are the details to be included in the talk. The 12 points are : 
 
1 DM Television Factory - 2 kilometres (idea of distance) 
2 SL Tea Plantation – 250 kilometres (idea of distance) 
3 DM Television Factory - one day (idea of duration) 
4 SL Tea Plantation - two days and one night (idea of duration) 
5 DM Television Factory - not needed (idea for accommodation) 
6 SL Tea Plantation - hotel (idea for accommodation) 
7 DM Television Factory - no cost (cost of trip) 
8 SL Tea Plantation - RM 100 (cost of trip) 
9 DM Television Factory - no transportation (idea for transport) 
10 SL Tea Plantation - school bus (idea for transport) 
11 choice of trip 
12 one thing students will learn 
 
Students have to respond to the questions posed in proper sentences. 
  
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
In terms of accuracy, the candidate is able to produce a piece of writing that is almost 
entirely accurate (see example above). Very few errors are made as the candidate 
understands the rules of the language (grammar).  As a result, the meaning is brought 
across clearly and effectively and the reader has little difficulty understanding the talk.  
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Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Sentence structures are varied and sophisticated, showing the candidate's ability to use 
sentences of different lengths and types to achieve an intended effect. The use of linkers 
‘in addition to that’, ’this is due to’, ‘this is because’, ‘although’, ’due to’ and ‘furthermore’ 
has enabled the candidate to write better sentences. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
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Example 2 : 
 

 
 
The candidate’s vocabulary is wide and used with precision.  The phrases, ‘to escape 
the hustle and bustle of the city’, ‘experience a breath of fresh air’, ‘deter’, 
‘tremendously’, ‘delve’, and ‘intriguing’ are used accurately and convey the precise 
meaning. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
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Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
On the whole, punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader.  In the example above, 
the candidate is able to punctuate accurately, making good use of the comma, 
semicolon, exclamation mark and full-stop to aid in delivering an effective talk. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
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Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used, especially with difficult or 
tricky words. Words that are often misspelt by candidates, such as strengthen, 
incredible, fantastic, toil  and opportunity, are spelt correctly. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Paragraphs are well planned, have unity and appropriately linked. In the examples 
above, the use of connectors such as ‘last but not least’, ‘on the contrary’, ‘in conclusion’, 
‘The first option’, ‘due to’, and ‘furthermore’ helps in the organization of the writing. The 
ideas flow smoothly and the reader is able to follow the ideas expressed easily. 
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Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Style and tone is informal and engaging.  The reader is convinced that this could be a 
genuine talk meant for the intended audience; the classmates. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
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Appropriate closing is given. 
 
Excellent candidates displayed mastery in writing thus producing entirely accurate 
responses. A wide variety of sentence structures and lengths are used, showing superior 
control of word choice with a clear, concise style. The style and tone were appropriate 
with compelling, persuasive examples and reasons, leading the reader to strongly 
believe that this could be a real talk to their classmates.   
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SECTION B – CONTINUOUS WRITING 
 

 
 
In this section, the main objective is to assess the candidate’s ability to produce a piece 
of continuous prose in accurate Standard English. It tests the candidate’s ability to 
respond relevantly and creatively to a task chosen from a number of alternatives. As in 
previous years, five different topics are given and the candidate has to write a 
composition of about 350 words on one of the topics. The candidates are advised to 
spend one hour on this section. 
 
Examples are taken from the candidate’s responses. 
 
Language is entirely or almost entirely accurate. Candidate has chosen to answer the 
first question. 
 
 
Question 1 - Write a story about a time in someone’s life when music played an 
important role. 
 
Example 1 : 
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Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Sentence structures are varied and sophisticated showing the candidate’s proficiency in 
the language and the ability to use sentences of different lengths and types to achieve 
an intended effect. There is a good range of well-structured sentences including complex 
sentences.  
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Vocabulary is wide, sophisticated and used with precision.  The above candidate 
employs words/expressions like groggily, awful, isolate, exception, predictable, 
provocation, rage and hollowed-dead-eyed, empty shell of a being to paint a vivid 
description of the character’s mental and physical condition. 
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Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
 

 
 
On the whole, punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader.  In the above example, 
the candidate uses a range of punctuation marks (the quotation marks, comma and 
exclamation mark) and this helps in the reading as well as the meaning of the writing.  
 
 
Example 1 : 
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Example 2 : 
 

 
 
Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used.  Here, the candidate 
handles words like familiar, neighbourhood, embrace, immediately, gritting, sprawled, 
regaled, repertoire and illustrious, correctly. 
 
 
Example 1 : 
 

 
 
 
Example 2 : 
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In terms of subject matter, candidate is able to write a prose that is relevant to the topic.  
The reader’s interest is aroused and sustained throughout the writing. 
 
Candidate showed a marked linguistic ability and creativity.  They were able to produce a 
relevant and creative piece of continuous prose.  They also displayed a flair for the 
language.  The language used was almost entirely accurate and very few errors which 
were first draft slips or minor errors were made.  Sophistication, maturity of thought, 
creativity and originality were clearly visible when they put their ideas and thoughts onto 
paper.  Vocabulary and expressions were apt, precise, stimulating and inspiring.  
Paragraphs were well-planned and the topic was addressed with consistent relevance.  
Ideas were well-organised, well-developed and coherent.  Hence, the writing was able to 
arouse the reader’s interest and the interest was sustained throughout. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
 
 
SECTION A : 
 
1. Read the instructions/rubric carefully before answering the question – be sure of 

the format and the task. Underline the key words or task that is required so that 
you do not forget to complete the task as you write the essay. 

2. Use all the content points given in the rubric. Tick the content points you have 
used to ensure that all the content points are used. 

3. Use appropriate tone: be aware of the audience so that you know whether you 
need to be formal or informal in your approach.   

4. Use varied structures and precise vocabulary. For average students, do not write 
long sentences because the tendency to make mistakes is higher. 

5. Improve spelling – use a dictionary when necessary during practice. 
6. Practise on more HOTS questions where you need to provide your own ideas. 
7. Do not take punctuation lightly. Punctuation errors can be serious errors. 
8. Read widely to improve general knowledge and vocabulary. 
 
 
SECTION B 
 
1. Organise the essay in paragraphs. 
2. Edit the essay after completing it. 
3. Do not use correctional fluid/tape as writing can be smudged or words omitted. 
4. Remember to indicate the question number of your answer. 
5. Be more ambitious in terms of :  

• Variety of sentence structures. 

• Sophisticated and extended vocabulary 

• Interesting expressions  
6. Inculcate the reading habit to enrich your vocabulary. 
7. Choose materials of different themes and genres to widen knowledge and 

answer HOTS questions. 
8. Think ‘Out of the box’. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS  
 
 
SECTION A : 
 
1. Teach students to understand the task of the question and to identify the main 

content points. 
2. Give practice on writing in different formats/layout like letter, speech and report. 
3. Provide more HOTS questions for students to practise. 
4. Remind the students to allocate the last 5 to 10 minutes for checking. 
5. Teach students to use Standard English. 
6. Remind the students to use all the content points given in the rubric. 
7. Devote more time on grammar so that the students will be able to write 

grammatically correct sentences. 
8. Train students to write a variety of sentence structures. Teach them how to use 

the different types of structures appropriate to the tone required for the task. 
9. Encourage reading materials of different themes and genres. 
10. Teach problem-solving strategies, e.g. step-by-step method to solve problems 

and use alternative methods to solve problems. 
11. Ensure students elaborate on the points provided. 
 
 
SECTION B : 
 
1. Incorporate different teaching strategies to teach writing especially for weak 

students; parallel writing, process writing. 
2. Teach students to plan before they start to write. Use mind-maps, etc. 
3. Remind students to write the required number of words, as some candidates 

wrote far short of the required number of words. 
4. Emphasise grammar and spelling. Have sufficient grammar practice. 
5. Expose students to materials of different themes and genres. 
6. Encourage creative thinking so students can process and understand information 

better. 
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